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Things to Do in The Woodlands
Shop your favorite brands in a world-class mall, paddle across a scenic lake, and catch a live concert under 
the stars at one of the Houston area’s top venues—all in a single day. Welcome to The Woodlands, a vibrant 
community just 30 miles north of Houston that blends big-city amenities with unforgettable outdoor 
experiences. Whether you’re planning a weekend getaway or a longer stay, check out some of the top things 
to do in The Woodlands so you don’t miss a moment of the fun. 

Kayak Lake Woodlands

One moment, you’re browsing stores and stylish 
boutiques at The Woodlands Mall. The next, you’re 
gliding across a tree-lined lake in a kayak, sun 
shining overhead and a cool breeze at your back. 
That’s the beauty of Lake Woodlands—an inviting 
escape just steps from the heart of town.

Your journey begins at Riva Row Boat House, a 
short walk from The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 



Pavilion. Rent a single or tandem kayak and paddle 
through a peaceful canal lined with running trails and 
apartment balconies. Along the way, you’ll spot 
ducks drifting in groups and herons standing watch 
along the shore. Once you reach the lake itself, you 
can pick up the pace for a workout or simply float in 
the center, lean back, and let the breeze carry you 
into full relaxation mode.

Catch a Show at The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion

At first glance, The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion may resemble a massive tent tucked at the base of a 
grassy hill—but step inside, and you’ll find one of the most beloved concert venues in the Houston area. 
With seating for about 17,000, the Pavilion offers two distinct ways to experience a show: traditional 
stadium-style seats under the soaring canopy, or a relaxed spot on the lawn, where you can enjoy live music 
under the stars. While the setting is impressive, it’s the world-class performers that truly elevate the 
experience. Over the years, legends like Van Halen, Taylor Swift, Journey, ZZ Top, and Iron Maiden have 
graced its stage—and the tradition continues today.

Shop 'Til You Drop at The Woodlands Mall

If shopping is on your travel agenda, The Woodlands 
Mall is a must. With more than 150 stores spread 
across two levels, this premier Houston-area 
destination blends big-name department stores like 
Nordstrom and Dillard’s with popular favorites like 
Banana Republic, Fossil, and The LEGO Store. After 
browsing your way through fashion, gifts, and 
specialty finds, you’ll likely have worked up an 
appetite—and you’re in luck. Grab a quick bite at the 
food court or sit down for a full meal at The 
Cheesecake Factory or one of the mall’s other full-
service restaurants. Whether you're hunting for the 
perfect outfit or just enjoying some casual browsing, The Woodlands Mall has something for every kind of 
shopper.

Hang Out in Market Street

Discover hidden treasures and browse boutique clothing and jewelry shops in the Market Street district, 
located just across the street from The Woodlands Mall. Stores like Michael Kors and Tiffany & Co. are set 
within charming historic-looking buildings. Stop by one of the restaurants for a bite to eat, then relax in the 
central park area where youngsters love to play. For a show, look no further than the art deco-style Cinemark 
movie theater that screens the day’s latest and greatest films along with Indie flicks and special ballet and 
opera features. Market Street’s high-end shopping, fine dining, and relaxing ambience provide a fantastic 
setting for a romantic evening or a fun night out with the family.



Run, Hike, or Bike in The Woodlands

The Woodlands isn’t just a haven for shoppers and 
foodies—it’s also a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts. 
With nearly 200 miles of scenic trails winding 
throughout the community, it’s easy to explore on 
foot or by bike. Many of these paths are thoughtfully 
separated from major roads, providing a safe and 
peaceful way to walk, run, or ride without traffic 
worries. The interconnected network makes it simple 
to go for a short stroll or a long-distance workout. 
Along the way, you’ll pass beneath towering pine 
trees and might spot a cardinal or blue jay in the 
branches above. Whether you're looking to break a 
sweat or simply soak in the natural beauty, the trails 

in The Woodlands are a must.


