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Port Arthur, TX
Port Arthur, Texas
Located on the Gulf Coast, Port Arthur is a culture-rich city that is the gateway from Cajun country to all the points of Southeast Texas. Few other
places in the state can offer the combination of such incredible fishing, historical explorations, beach fun, bird watching, art, savory cuisine, as
well as faith and nature experiences. Let’s not forget the annual, family-friendly Mardi Gras! Laissez Bon Temps Roulez!
Mardi Gras is the biggest annual festival event in Port Arthur, and for good reason! Held the weekend prior to Ash Wednesday, Mardi Gras
brings over 100,000 people a year to listen to the live music, eat, drink, and catch glittering beads while viewing the spectacular parades. It’s also
family friendly, so not only is it fun for the older crowd, but it is also safe for the kids!
Southeast Texas has more than a dozen lakes for the fisherman, swimmer, or outdoor enthusiast. Three major river systems traverse Southeast
Texas. Sabine Lake and its surrounding coastal fishing area maintains one of the most productive marine ecosystems in Texas. In all, it make us
a wonderland of opportunities for the casual tourist or avid sports enthusiast.
The Museum of the Gulf Coast combines both conventional and unconventional approaches to tell the
extraordinary history of this Gulf Coast region. The first floor tells the story of Gulf Coast life before humans, to the
present. Other Museum exhibits feature performers like Janis Joplin, George Jones and J. P. “The Big Bopper”
Richardson. Sports enthusiasts can see displays that chronicles the lives of “Babe” Zaharias, and coach Jimmy
Johnson…Just to name a few!
Pompeiian Villa was built by Isaac Ellwood, “the barbed wire king.” Part of the home’s colorful past is at one point
the home was traded to George Craig, banker and land developer, for 10 percent of stock in the newly formed
Texas Company, a forerunner of Texaco. The stock at the time was worth a few thousand dollars, today $200+ Million!
McFaddin Beach is located at the Southern end of Port Arthur. It’s considered to be one of the few, easily-accessible, nature-beaches available
in Texas. There are no neon signs, or beach houses crowding your view. Our beaches are undisturbed, and ready for your enjoyment.
The Cajun influence is perhaps the strongest influence in the community. Port Arthur borders Louisiana not only geographically but culturally as
well. This influence is evident in the food of the area. Come to Port Arthur and feast on Crawfish, fajitas, barbecue or catfish.
The Faith Trail is a beautiful exploration of how the array of cultures in Port Arthur have brought form and function to us,
in a spiritual way. The Queen of Peace shrine, Buu Mon Temple’s Lotus Gardens, Shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe and
St. Anthony’s Cathedral Basilica (in nearby Beaumont) are a fest for the eyes, and hearts.
Port Arthur, located on the Upper Texas Gulf Coast is often referred to as a “birdwatchers delight”. The nature lover can
thrill to the spillover of the old South in the moss-laden trees that are interlaced with tropical palms. The mysterious
swamps, marshes and bayous give sanctuary to wildlife and hundreds of species of birds.
Perhaps the most important attributes the city has to offer are the warmth and Southern hospitality of a small community
combined with many exciting things to see and do. Come taste our Cajun flavor, lose yourself in our dramatic history,
and absorb all the natural beauty that our city has to offer.

Contact Information:
Port Arthur Convention & Visitors Bureau

Port Arthur Convention & Visitors Bureau
3401 Cultural Center Drive
Port Arthur, Texas 77642
409.985.7822
Website: www.visitportarthurtx.com
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